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HAYFIELD  
WALKERS ARE WELCOME 

 
 
 
 

Walkers are very welcome in Hayfield  
 
Hayfield has always been a friendly and welcoming village but now it’s official! Led 
by a new group, the village has just been officially accredited full Walkers Are 
Welcome status by the national initiative which was set up to promote walking in 
areas with something different to offer. 
 
The new group, Hayfield Walkers Are Welcome, will host a launch event on Saturday 
31st August, with guided walks at different levels of difficulty, all starting and finishing 
at the village hall. And in the evening there will be a fundraising music gig with local 
bands, the Gally Canters and Recover. 
 
Group secretary, Julie Gough, said “We wanted to promote Hayfield as 'walker-
friendly', to maintain our footpaths, and to benefit local businesses by attracting 
tourism”. 
 
Since the group started, local people signed a petition to support the initiative and 
have made suggestions for how the group should support visiting walkers, and local 
residents, to walk more; and to address other walking related issues in the village. 
 
“We do have some congestion concerns in the village, as many Peak District villages 
do” Julie explained “so we hope to encourage walkers to use public transport where 
possible, and to park considerately”. 
 
The group has already received financial support from Hayfield Parish Council, the 
Hayfield Kinder Trespass Group and the Alpkit Foundation. And there are plans to 
work with local Rangers, the Peak & Northern Footpaths Society, the Ramblers, and 
various local walking groups to help promote the Walkers Are Welcome initiative. 
 
Next year, there will be a Hayfield Walkers Are Welcome three day walking festival in 
the autumn… so watch this space! 
 
 
Ends 
 
For more information 
Please contact: Julie Gough, 07731 644026 or uamdab08@aol.com  
 
 
Notes 
 
Walkers are Welcome https://walkersarewelcome.org.uk/    
Walkers are Welcome is a non-profit making Community Interest Company. It is a 
nationwide initiative, launched in 2007, with over 100 member towns. Its aim is to 
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encourage towns and villages to be welcoming to walkers and to help towns and 
villages to: 

 Be attractive for walkers with excellent information on local walks 

 Ensure that footpaths and facilities for walkers are maintained, improved and 
well signposted 

 Contribute to local tourism plans and regeneration strategies 

 Promote the health benefits of walking and increase participation 

 Encourage the use of public transport 
 
Hayfield Walkers Are Welcome  
Hayfield is synonymous with the Kinder Mass Trespass, which arguably resulted in 
the National Parks Act (1949), the Pennine Way (1950) and other long distance 
footpaths, and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000). Hayfield’s notable 
history, its stunning Peak District surroundings, and its accessibility from nearby 
conurbations, has established it as a hugely popular destination for walkers from all 
over the world. It has an active and friendly community, with events throughout the 
year and facilities to accommodate walkers: cricket in the centre of the village, 
regular fell races, May Queen celebrations, Wells Dressing, and Sheepdog Trials, 
plus public toilets, a large car park, a bus station, five lively pubs, two cafes, a village 
store and post office, and a handful of local art / craft shops. 
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